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(LOG ROLLING) 	An aric icit and uxcep ion,'tl!y colorlul 

festival takes place each year along the Sitmida River in 

'I'okyo, as woodworkers compete in log roling and various 

acrobatic stunts. 	Crowds gather along the river bank to 

watch the displays, as competitors vie in events that 

severely test their balance and agility. 

Among the most popular of the events are denionstrat.iens 

of log roiiings by competitors wearing 'geta' -- wooden 

clogs - - 	with very high p1 at forms. 	lleadstauids and other 

acrobat ft displays froni the precar i otis perches of float ing 

timber draw applause and adm i rat ion from the audience. 

This annual festival has continued among the workers 

in the tradi t iona 1 lumber process ing district of downtown 

Iokyo for some 300 years; and it has been des ignatecl an  
u  Important 1ntoni i Imic' Cii] turn I Property' 	y I lie gevc'rnnient 

(THROWING RILL BAlES) 	Ouc the s:'mc day, just a lew 

blocks away, 4notlier old contest takes place as rice (lealers 

vie in a 'Strength Contest'. 

Each of these hales of rice weighs 60 kilograms, and 

the dealers compete in ha lanc i rig and toss i rig the heavy 

bundles. 	The highi iglit comes when one 	hnunji lOfl al lows more 

than 1,000 kilograms to be loaded on his stomach in a display 

of superb muscle control. 
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MORN INC INSPhCTJON) 	The CIii1r City hire I)epartment 

is famous in Japan for its exceptionally fine equipment. 

The department orders its equi pment to i ts own spec i Fications 

from manu ía c. to or s ab I e to (IC I i ye r just the r i g lit i t ems 

WATER (;ANNON) 	For max imum fi re-d renoir i rig power, the 

department Ira s t h i S Ta rg e wa t er- cannon , c apa I) 1 e of t Ii row i rig 

water at long-range. 

(IJ ITS; RLSCHL hJAlIOIM: FOAM) 	Other major items of 

special eqLriplllelrt include Hame-resistent suits For the 

fire-fighters... this specia I rescue plal Form able to reach 

as ii igh as a 10- story ho I d i ng .....and o foam niach i ire wh I cli 

can smo the r Fl ies w i t h t lions an Os or Cub i c Feet o F a spec a 1 

loam in I us t see ends 

(lIOVI:FCRAlO': MINI -llIJLK) 	Over broken ground, Firemen 

some t 11110 S have diFficutty b r 1 ng i ng eqii i pment to a hi a ze 

This hovercralt water-cannon can go almost anyr%'llere ..... 

IV I th I t s two -man crew, t Ii i s in in i - i ic truck i s on pab 1 e o F 

reachi]lg even the smallest corners to dOLiSO flames. 

Mobile food and i i ring quarters For emergency use 

by fire victims are another service provided NY the department 

ly ordering such special equ i pnlent , the Clii ha City 

hire Department has been able to ohta in the right i temns 

it needs to provide fin I protection to local residents, and 

has become Famous f o r its  !Jreamt Ca; ab i ities.  
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(ENtRANCE: AERIAl, 51101) 	Mat sudo is a rapidly - grow ing 

city just outside Toko. 	For centuries it remained one of 

many small agricu 1 turn I centers in Oh i Na Prefecture, but 

it's convenient location just across the Edogawa River 

has turned it into one of Tokyo's waler res ident iai suburbs 

Ioday Mats udo has a popu La t i on of :100 , 010 , many of whom 

commute to work in the capital each day, and is cont inning 

to expand. 

And as Matstido g rows , i t nat urn 11 y at tracts connie i - c in I 

development. 	Various services required by local resideiits 

have led to the const ruct ion of many new shopp i rig and 

cute rt a i nmeri t fa c i I it i 

(tR:\\ ill  LL: I NTEIl LOPS 	Urban liii! Mat siido is t he 

latest, and most advanced, of these new facilities. 	Ft is 

a full - servic.e shopping mall, providing iearhy Matsudo 

residents with a wide range of shopping and entertainment 

pos s ib lii t i es in a s i ng Ic I ocat ion 

Urban Iii 1 1 's open-nial i design prov ides a conifortabi e 

central plaza for re I axat ion, with the shops situated for 

easy access ins i (Ic the ci egant I y des i gned bu i 1 d i ng s 

(ShOPS: RIiSTAURANTS) 	The first and second floors of 

the five-story mall complex offer full stopping facilities, 

iv ith everyth ing from home necessities to high- fashion 

designs in chic boutiques. 	The top floors are given over to 

entertainment, particularly to a wide range of restaurants 

and fast-food outlets specializing in cuisine that ranges 

from traditional Japauese dishes to the latest l T estern  - stvle 

snacks. 
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An excellent exampi e of the rap i ci yrowth of comnierc i a 1 

services in Tokyo's suburbs, IJrhan liii 1 Matsudo provN1c5 

flu 1 shopping, diii i rig and enterta inment convenience to r 

local residents in a single, t:iteiiul 1ccutuoui 01 th e  JJIOS1 

modern, comfortable design. 

MATIR M1!A1M 111 1  

139 feet 3 mm. 52 sec. 

(1 NTRO: EbACI] I N( 	CLASS) Mi cli i vo Wa tahi k i , 3, 	is 	(010 

of 	the 	finest inc ta I sm i ths 	in Japan. 	In Drder 	to he I p 

p rose rye 	t h i s In s t 	di s apea 1' i ng 	C ra Ft , ii o 	teaches on cc' 

each 	week 	in a 	local 	cultural center, promoting metal -working 

as a hobby and keeping an eye out 	for those 	with exceptional 

talent. 

(FORM I NC BOWJ) 	IVork i iie p han r ii v w tb copper, IVa tab iLl 

begins a new piece by first painstakingly shaping the bowl 

beating together thin copper sheets, one by one, until the 

metal beg i ns to take the ncr lect 1(1 mi he demands in a I I h i s 

work. 

5. 	(I)IiSlC\INq 	VlC) 	Kiit it is the cocr wli icli requires the 

most delicate work, and th i s is where Wat ab i k I ' s skill becomes 

most apparent . He first draws the des i gn on paper, then beg ins 

to trace it careful iv onto the metal, slowly etching in ouch 

of the design elements 

1. 	(MI'L'[I\C CflSI\j 	Ihe next step is to firmly fix the octal 

cover into a ros I ng base , so that he can work without fear 

of a sI i p. 	Then comes the careful ch i se 11 ng out o I the met a I 

working with various tools to remove large portions of the 

cover and leave only the has ic des ign eleiients in place. 
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1 ma 11 , us i hg a c ely lii iii poe I S a , he cut s oat the 

finished des ign to exactly thc rHht  proportions. 

(IBlfl' 1 'OIll) 	l\' it Ii 	a 	H aITI I fl 	to r(- - Ii, 	it 	1) i, hi 	l)e 	Ins 	the 

decorative p h a s e of h i s work, adding siLer or gold filigree 

to the des ign for artistic beauty 

The f i na I St a go i s care ILl I 	is h in 	in a spec i a I 

solution to bring out the burnished glow of the copper and 

the inlaid decorat lye elements. 

6. 	(EXAMPLES) 	lvii clii yo Wat b i k i is one of the low trite 

craftsmen in this hell today, a field whi ich is fast 

disappear ing due to modern mass - product I on techri i ques 

his work reflects the artistic spirit and attention to 

do tail wh i cli marks the true c ia It snia Ii c a pa h 1 e o f hr i ng i n 

great beauty to Ii 	worf 
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